
 

Iraqi siblings together for first time in 31 years 

JACKSON TWP. —  

Dr. Nashat Y. Gabrail recently hosted a family gathering for some of his siblings. 

And it only took three decades to make it happen. 

The Jackson Township oncologist and two of his four other siblings were able to see their youngest sister, 
Nashida Tossa, for the first time in 31 years. 

Tossa, a resident of Al-Kush in northern Iraq, had not been able to acquire a visa to visit the United States, 
where two of her children and all five of her siblings now live. 

She’ll be in the United States for six months. 

“Six years ago she applied; she wanted to go to her son’s wedding here, but there was no American 
embassy in Baghdad,” said Gabrail, who left Iraq in 1981. “She had to go to Syria. But they told her she 
was ‘high risk.’ ” 

Two of Tossa’s six children live in Detroit. The remaining four, all daughters, still live in Iraq. 

Finally last year, the siblings were able to talk Tossa into re-applying — this time in Baghdad at the new 
American embassy. 

“Things are different now,” said Dr. Sheba Gabrail, the eldest sibling, who left Iraq in 1976 and moved to 
California in 1988. Prior to that, she spent six years in England. 

32 COUNTRIES  

With help from her older sister, Tossa talked about life in post-Saddam Iraq. The Gabrails are Christians 
who speak Aramaic, which historians say was the language used by Jesus. 

Tossa’s husband is a physicist and teacher. The family lived in Baghdad until 2006, when his car was hit 
by an IED. They moved to northern Iraq. They now live in safety, but still must take care to avoid certain 
cities and regions, like Mosul. 

“You have to know how it is,” Nashat Gabrail said. “Once you reach Mosul and go south, it’s a problem.” 

“It’s 32 different countries if you think about it,” Sheba Gabrail added. 

Tossa said that ironically, despite living under a dictatorship, “Most Iraqis thought it didn’t help that the 
U.S. liberated them from Saddam (Hussein).” 

“I was very much for it,” Nashat Gabrail said. “They’re more free now, even though the security isn’t 
there.” 



APPRECIATIVE  

Tossa said Iraqi Christians, who tend to be pro-American, often are targeted by Muslim extremists. 

Nasaht Gabrail cited the torture-murder of Monsignor Faraj Raho, Chaldean Bishop of Mosul, by Islamic 
extremists in 2008. 

“I knew him personally,” he said. “A nice guy.” 

To acquire Tossa’s visa, the family sought help from U.S. Rep. Bob Gibbs, R-Lakeville. 

“It’s nice to be able to help people,” he said. “That’s part of the job.” 

“Americans don’t appreciate what they have,” Nashat Gabrail said. “They don’t know the other side. The 
reason why people like me are politically conservative is because any time you see government 
(overreach), it’s a reminder of life in Iraq.” 

Tossa said that although she likes what little she has seen of the U.S. — particularly its orderliness — her 
family has no plans to immigrate to the United States. 

 


